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Title of paper

Provisions for documenting transactions in the personal status system compared
to Islamic jurisprudence

Saleh Ali Saadi Al Manna Al-Shamrani

King Khalid University, College of Sharia and Fundamentals of Religion, Department of

Jurisprudence

[ Abstract: }

The new Saudi Family Law aims to regulate the actions that govern the family relationship, with the aim
of preserving family stability, as the family is considered the basic component of society. In addition, it
aims to frame the relationships between family members, protect their rights, and expedite the resolution
of family disputes.

It also obligates documenting events related to personal status, including marriage, divorce, revocation,
khul' (wife-initiated divorce), and receiving one's share of an inheritance, within the specified deadlines
for that. And it requires fair compensation for the wife in case of failure to document in certain cases
specified by the law.

The law has granted women the right to unilaterally dissolve the marriage contract in certain
circumstances, and has empowered them to document divorce and resumption of marriage even without
the husband's consent.

The research covered the rulings on documenting these actions in the following three sections:

Section One: Documenting the Marriage Contract. Section Two: Documenting Divorce, Revocation, and

Khul' (Wife-initiated Divorce). Section Three: Documenting Withdrawal Agreements from the
Inheritance.

It concluded with a number of key findings, the most important of which are:

- The Saudi Family Law obligates both parties to the contract, the spouses or one of them, to document
the marriage contract and register it with official documents to safeguard marital rights.

- Neither of the spouses or anyone else can prove divorce in case one spouse denies it, except if the
claimed divorce is documented in an official document.

- The law obligates the husband who divorces his wife with a revocable divorce to document the
resumption of marriage in accordance with the regulated procedures.

- The law made it obligatory to document khul' (wife-initiated divorce), while the majority of jurists
went with the view that witnessing and documenting khul' is only recommended (mustahabb), not
obligatory.

The research recommended the necessity of carefully documenting actions related to personal status
(family matters) and raising awareness among society members about the importance of documentation
through various media channels.

Keywords: Documentation - actions - personal status
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