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Title of paper

Facilitating and Criticizing Grammar by Mahmoud Al-Tanahi

Dr. Obaid bin Ahmed bin Obaid Al-Maliki

Associate Professor, Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Al-Baha University

[ Abstract: }

This research addresses the issues to which Al-Tanahi presented his publications, investigations and
articles under the title: The Issues of Facilitating and Criticizing Grammar by Mahmoud Al-Tanahi. Its
importance originates from the fact that it is new, and the fact that it sheds light on the grammatical
direction of a top-tier scholar. In doing so, this research aims to draw a complete picture of the general
direction of Al-Tanahi in regard to the trends of grammar study, such as the issue of facilitating grammar,
criticism of grammatical thought and addressing grammar in the light of contemporary linguistic
approaches. It also presents Al-Tanahi’s ideas regarding the Arabic language crisis, its causes, and the
way out of it.

This paper makes use of the descriptive analytical method to present and discuss issues, and the
comparative approach to highlight the similarities and differences between the direction of Al-Tanahi and
that of other contemporary scholars. It concludes that the facilitation of grammar first appeared in the past
in abbreviations and systems, and that contemporary scholars addressed it in different ways; some of
them, such as Al-Tanahi, approached it in a conservative manner, emphasizing the need to return to the
old book, whereas others advocated the renewal of origins, cancelation of some elements and terms or
subjecting grammar to modern approaches.

The dominance of such approaches on the study of grammar has led the Arabic speaking nations to
distance from their heritage, and the effects of this are observed in the decline of graduates of Arabic
language faculties. Thus, this paper recommends the establishment of a huge project supervised by
linguistic bodies and academies, which rebuilds the grammatical structure, taking advantage of old and
contemporary linguistic approaches and leaning on the Qur’anic text, to reach the whole nation. In
addition, this paper recommends that the teaching of Arabic be suitable for each educational stage; the
pre-university stage focusing on students’ ability to adjust their tongues according to the Arabic language
rules, the undergraduate stage focusing on the ability of graduates to teach Arabic properly, and the
postgraduate stage taking students to the depths of the language to be able to add onto it.

Keywords: Al-Tanahi, facilitation of grammar, contemporary approaches, criticism of the grammatical thought
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