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Title of paper

Purposes of Surah Al-Mumtahina and its impact on the lives of contemporary Muslims: An
interpretive study

Dr. Waleed bin Abdul Mohsen bin Ahmed Al-Omari

Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, College of Arts, Al Baha University
waleed@bu.edu.sa

Abstract:

Praise be to Allah, and peace blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah and then:
Surah Al-Mumtahanah included general rules and purposes, in accordance with the subject of the surah, and the circumstances of its
events, and these purposes included a number of rulings related to Sharia policy, some of which were contrary to the prevailing of their
general counterparts in the Holy Qur’an, and in Sharia, in general. So, these rulings were like exceptions to their origins prevailing;
due to their relevance to pledge and covenants. The Qur’an which is the word of Allah, the All-Wise, the All-Aware, and His Sharia
have no contradiction or disagreement; Allah Almighty says: “Had it been from other than Allah, they would surely have found therein
many a contradiction” [An-Nisa': 82]

Some rulings of this Surah verses are claimed to be abrogated and the others are supposed to be invalid due to their times long gone.
Given that these rulings are considered divine guidance for Muslims to worship Allah — Almighty — in addition to the fact that these
rulings affect contemporary Muslims’ lives, as well as the interest of reinforcement of their various implications and clarifying the
truth regarding the various claims limiting their impacts on Muslims lives, indicating that these rulings are not restricted to those for
whom these verses are revealed despite some scholars’ claims contradicting to this opinion; they said that these rulings shall be invalid
or abrogated with the scientific consensus!

The most prominent objectives of the research are as follows:

= Clarifying these topics, tackling these claims, indicating the invalidity of the abrogation opinion along with consensus.

= Response to those who claim that some Quran verses shall be invalid due to their times long gone. I hope to successfully
tackle this topic.

- Preserving the Quran against contradiction and differentiation. Indeed, it is exalted above them; indicating that limitation or
restriction in some rulings are related only to such rulings and separated from the predominant opinion.

The study applies the descriptive, analytical, and comparative approaches.

The research concluded a number of results, the most important of which are:

The close connection between the topics of the surah and its purposes.

- The appearance of the features of justice in Islamic law, whether in differentiating between the enemies of God in dealings, or in the
performance of their rights if some legal rulings result in the loss of those rights, and the misunderstanding of this differentiation results
negatively in Muslims’ dealings with people with different religions.

- Explaining the verse of the women’s examination, explaining the nature of the examination, its purpose, and the issues derived from
this examination, most notably: the constancy of this ruling in similar cases with the change of time.

The pledge of allegiance is a covenant that is understood in its context and is not objected to by reconvened independent rulings.
Because covenants have another way, whose conditions and reasons are understood in their context, and therefore it is not correct to
say that any of these conditions are abrogated, or that they are not binding. The binding character is fulfilled since the pledge of
allegiance is ordained to be binding in the Sharia context, which is one of the topics honored in Sharia for the reason of realizing
society’s unity and security.

In conclusion, the researcher recommends objectively highlighting inferences of interpreters from the Holy Quran; editing gaps of
interpretation such as claims of abrogation upon any contradiction even if weak, or claims of invalidating some Sharia texts due to
their purposes and intention long gone; and seeking the reasons for impediments of terms, guiding them to a controlled scientific
approach. Our intention is for the sake of Allah.

Keywords: Provisions, Allegiance, Pledge of Allegiance, Examination, Abrogation, Legal Policy.
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