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English Instruction at Preparatory Year Programs, King Khalid University:
Prospects and Improvements from Teachers' Perspectives
Dr. Saleh bin Musharraf Al Shehri
Assistant Professor of Curricula and Methods of Teaching English Language
Department of Curricula and Teaching Methods
Faculty of Education at King Khalid University

Abstract:

This study is an attempt to conceptualize some of the challenges and obstacles faced by both EFL
(English as a Foreign Language) teachers and students at the Preparatory Year Programs, King Khalid
University. The study also aims at developing criteria that can improve EFL practices and pedagogies
within these programs. Based on a previous study (Al-Shehri, 2016) as well as the researcher's own
observation, challenges are categorized into six paradigms relevant to the context of the study. A number
of 48 teacher participants were requested to discuss these challenges, and suggest appropriate solutions to
formulate the criteria. The study used a questionnaire with open-ended questions. Results were analyzed
using a qualitative descriptive research method. The present study concluded with a number of
recommendations that can be implemented by policymakers and educators within the program and other
similar programs.

Keywords: English Language Instruction, Preparatory Year Programs, Developmental Proposal.
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Dear Teachers,

The researcher is conducting a study on the challenges faced by both EFL teachers and
students at the Preparatory Year Programs, King Khalid University. The study aims at developing
criteria that can improve EFL practices and pedagogies. Based on a previous study (Al-Shehri, 2016)
as well as the researcher's own observation, challenges within the programs can be categorized into
six paradigms:

1. Low proficiency in students' most, if not all, language skills.
Low motivation to learn English among most students.
The inadequate use of instructional technologies.

Low opportunities for students to practice the English outside the classroom.

A

Inadequate qualifications for some teachers.
6. Inadequate Student Support programs.
Please discuss these challenges, and suggest possible solutions.

(Your participation in the study is completely voluntary).

S N



p-ISSN: 1652 - 7189 e-ISSN: 1658 - 7472 Issue No.: 20 ... Muharram 1441 H - September 2019

Albaha University Journal

of Human Sciences

Periodical - Academic - Refereed

Published by Albaha University

017 7223212 dclhall jlioll jla

Email: buj@bu.edu.sa https://portal.bu.edu.sa/ar/web/bujhs




