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King Abdul Aziz Efforts to Combat Epidemics in Hijaz 1344-1373 AH/1926-1953 AD
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Abstract:

This research aims to identify the most prominent efforts made by King Abdul Aziz to reduce epidemics in the Hijaz region after
annexing it under his rule in 1926, and to know his most important methods and decisions in the field of the health system in this region,
which has historically suffered from successive waves of epidemics due to the influx of pilgrimsand visitors to it since the dawn of Isla.
therefore, the importance of this research lies in the fact that it discusses an important aspect of King Abdulaziz’s concerns, which he
achieved on the ground during his work to establish a strong state entity, which is the health aspect in a very important region, which is the
Hejaz region, which includes the Two Holy Mosques and receives thousands of pilgrims annually, which constitutes a serious challenge to
the health system in the field of combating deadly epidemics and preventing their spread. The research followed the historical descriptive
approach based on collecting historical material from its sources and references, then arranging and compiling it. Then, it relied on the
analytical approach to determine the nature of King Abdulaziz’s efforts in this field, and the circumstances that surrounded him when he
made his health decisions and executive orders. The research reached a set of important results: Among them is that the harsh climatic
conditions in the Hijaz region, in addition to the factor of crowding and human overcrowding during the Hajj season, have contributed to the
spread and endemicity of some epidemics and infectious diseases in the region. Among them is that King Abdulaziz’s care for the Hijaz
region and its people stemmed from the sanctity of the place that includes the Two Holy Mosques, and from his keen concern for the security
and health safety of pilgrims.

Keywords: Hijaz, King Abdul Aziz, Epidemics and Diseases, Quarantine, Health System.
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