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Alexei Gurovsky's Perspective on the Catholic Church's Position Regarding Muslim-Christian

Dialogue: A Critical Analytical Reading
Dr. Ahmed Ibrahim Mohammed Samh Asiri
Assistant Professor, Department of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines,
Faculty of Sharia and Principles of Religion, King Khalid University

aiasseri@kku.edu.sa
Published: Vol. (11) Issue (44)

Abstract:

This study examines Alexei Goravsky's perspective on the Catholic Church's position regarding Islamic-Christian dialogue,
highlighting the transformations the Church underwent after the Second Vatican Council, which marked a pivotal shift in its
relations with other religions, including Islam. The study analyzes the theological and social dimensions Goravsky emphasized
in understanding this dialogue, illustrating the transition of Catholic theology from rigidity and exclusivism to pluralism and
openness, reflecting a qualitative change in the Church's approach to the world, The study aims to achieve three main
objectives: first, to clarify how Goravsky presented the issue of Islamic-Christian dialogue; second, to highlight the theological
and social dimensions in his analysis of the Church's stance; and third, to offer a critical reading of his vision by examining its
strengths and weaknesses. The study employs analytical, critical, and descriptive methodologies to understand the texts and
evaluate their novelty in comparison to works by other theologians and thinkers, The research is expected to reveal the depth of
Goravsky's analysis and his contribution to Islamic-Christian dialogue while predicting the significance of the Second Vatican
Council in reinforcing shared values among religions and its role in overcoming the elitist nature of dialogue, The research
concluded with several key findings, most notably that the critique of Joravsky’s approach reveals a lack of balance in
addressing both sides and a neglect of the Islamic dimension, in addition to the elitist and theoretical nature of the dialogue
without practical solutions. It also highlights the need to address the major theological differences and clarify the implications
of employing dialogue for proselytization to ensure a genuine exchange based on mutual respect.

Keywords: Islamic-Christian dialogue, Second Vatican Council, Catholic Church, Alexei Goravsky.
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