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The Ibadi position on Uthman ibn Affan, may God be pleased with him
Prof. Saleh Derbash Azzahrani
Professor of Islamic Theology, Department of Islamic Theology
College of Da'wah and Fundamentals of Religion, Umm Al-Qura University
sdazzahrani@sbu.edu.sa
Published: Vol. (11) Issue (44)

Abstract:

The Ibadis have a hardline stance against the Rightly-Guided Caliph Uthman ibn Affan (may Allah be pleased
with him). They advocate rebellion against him and his murder, relying on some flimsy arguments that are
countered by stronger claims about his virtues. However, in the modern era, they advocate silence regarding those
events and turning the page on them. When Uthman is mentioned, they do not express their sympathy for him or
support him. Rather, they disavow him for his injustice, immorality, and, they claim, even his disbelief. They
describe him as an imam in some of their books and hold some of his narrations and fatwas in high regard. This
position appears contradictory on the surface, since how can you accept the narrations and fatwas of an immoral or
disbelieving person?, This research aims to clarify the truth of their stance on Uthman. Was it the same across the
generations? Or did their stance change in later eras? And if they did express a change in their stance, was it based
on conviction and belief? Or was it a matter imposed by the interests of keeping up with the vast majority of the
Ummah by disavowing the heinousness of what their predecessors had adopted?, The study concluded that their
position on this matter had not fundamentally changed. To arrive at this conclusion, an inductive and analytical
approach was used to examine their texts on this matter. The study thus consists of an introduction, two chapters,
and a conclusion.

Keywords: Ibadis, Uthman, Companions.
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